PRESS RELEASE

ISSUANCE OF CORRECTION DIRECTION UNDER THE PROTECTION FROM ONLINE
FALSEHOODS AND MANIPULATION ACT 2019 ON FALSEHOODS REGARDING
MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS AND MINISTER FOR LAW MR K SHANMUGAM’S
COMMENTS IN PARLIAMENT ON 4 OCTOBER 2021

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is aware of falsehoods circulated online by Jolovan
Wham on Twitter, which misrepresented what the Minister for Home Affairs and Law, Mr K
Shanmugam, had said in Parliament on 4 October 2021.

2. The Minister for Home Affairs has instructed the POFMA Office to issue a Correction
Direction to Mr Jolovan Wham, for a Tweet dated 6 October 2021 as the Tweet communicates
the falsehood that the Minister for Home Affairs adopts the view that the rule of law does not
operate anywhere in the real world, including in Singapore.

3. He will be required to publish the correction notice on his online platform.
Clarifications Regarding Falsehoods

4, On 7 October 2021, MHA issued letters to nine persons, namely Lim Tean, Andrew
Loh, Kirsten Han, Martyn See, Julie O’Connor, Jolovan Wham, Kokila Annamalai, Lynn Lee
and Facebook page Wake Up Singapore who had published false posts which misrepresented
what the Minister had said in Parliament on 4 October 2021. The posts suggested that Minister
Shanmugam had said, in Parliament, that the Rule of Law does not operate in Singapore.

5. The Minister had repeatedly affirmed, in Parliament, the importance of the Rule of Law
for Singapore and the Government’s strong and continued commitment to the Rule of Law.
He had said there are some countries around the world where the Rule of Law is a concept
for lawyers, but does not operate in the real world, and their societies live in utter misery. He
used this as a contrast to how the Rule of Law is applied in Singapore.

6. Eight of the nine persons have since apologised for what they did and/or corrected
their posts. Only Mr Jolovan Wham has not published the clarifications. He has been issued a
POFMA Correction Direction today.

7. For the facts of the case, please refer to the Factually article “Clarifications on Minister
K Shanmugam’s comments during the Second Reading of Foreign Interference
(Countermeasures) Bill” at https://www.gov.sg/article/factually081021.
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